SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Monday 20th April 2009 in the Council Chamber at 10, Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30 p.m.
PRESENT

Cllrs M Pettitt (Chairman), N Aldis, P Blaine, D Broughton, P Jones, C Osborne, M Scott, D Sharman, P Sharman, R Smith, Mrs S Sutton and G White

Together with one member of the press.

1.  Apologies: For absence were received from Cllrs Bartlett, Gale and Sandhu and from Cllr Osborne for late attendance.

2.  Statutory declarations of interest from members   
(F81/08)

(a) Prejudicial Interests

Cllr Sutton, Planning Application MB/09/00522/FULL as a business associate of the applicant.

(b) Personal interests
Cllr Pettitt, Item 12 (Request from Sandy Colts FC) as Vice President of Sandy Colts FC and Item 13 (Grant application from Sandy Cricket Club) as Vice President of Sandy Cricket Club.
Cllr Scott, Planning Application MB/09/00522/FULL as a friend of the applicant.
3. Planning applications received for comment by Sandy Town Council (F82/08)



Cllr Sutton having previously declared a prejudicial interest left the Chamber on consideration of item MB/09/00522/FULL.
(See list attached)
4. Minutes








(F83/08)

The Minutes of the Meeting of Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Monday 9th March 2009 and as approved, amended and adopted by Council Meeting on Monday 30th March 2009, were signed.

5. Position of outstanding authorised contracted works
 (F84/08)

The Clerk reported that the process of ordering the special items in the 2009/2010 estimates had begun and a written report would be available at the next meeting on 1st June 2009.
Resolved: That the information be noted.
6. Change of meeting dates


(F85/08)

The Clerk’s report, which had been previously circulated was received and considered.  
Resolved: (a) That the Staffing Committee meeting originally scheduled for 6th July 2009 is now to take place on 20th July 2009.

(b) That the Staffing Committee meeting originally scheduled for 12th October 2009 is now to take place on 9th November 2009.

(c) That the Audit Committee meeting originally scheduled for 9th November 2009 is now to take place on 23rd November 2009.

7. Council Policies

(F86/08)
The Clerk’s report, which had been previously circulated was received and considered.  
Resolved:  (a) That in future policies regarding staff matters should be reviewed by Staffing Committee alone.
(b) That Policies Sub-committee be requested to review the Town Council’s Environmental, Customer Care and Race Equality Policies, to draft a Community Engagement Strategy and to consider adopting Fair Trade and ethical policies with regard to animal welfare.

8. Green Infrastructure Plan Meetings

(F87/08)

The Clerk’s report, which had been previously circulated was received and considered.  
Resolved: That the following Members be requested to attend the Green Infrastructure Meetings as follows:
13th May 2009 at 7.30 pm in the Jenkins Pavilion, Cllrs Pettitt and White

25th June 2009 7.30 -9.30 pm in the Council Chamber, Cllrs Aldis and Blaine
4th June 2009 12.00 – 8.00 pm in the Council Chamber (drop in session), any Member who finds him or herself available during this time.
9. Town and Parish Partnership Fund

(F88/08)
The Clerk’s report, which had been previously circulated was received and considered.  
Resolved: That the sum of money provided (£16,000) should be used to renew and replace as many street lamps as possible in the Engayne Avenue, Medusa Way, Maple Road vicinity.
10. Market Banner


(F89/08)

The Clerk’s report, which had been previously circulated was received and considered.  
Resolved: That a banner, advertising the weekly Friday market be purchased with funds from the interest on Capital Account. 

11. Christmas Gala Day


(F90/08)

The Clerk’s report, which had been previously circulated was received and considered. It was also reported that a meeting of the Committee was scheduled for the following night. 
Resolved: That the report be noted and that the Town Council continues to support the lights event and continue to meet with the Chamber of Trade on this matter.
12. Request from Sandy Colts FC
(F91/08)

The Clerk’s report, which had been previously circulated was received and considered.

Resolved: That permission be granted for Sandy Colts FC to hold an inter-club football competition at Bedford Road recreation Ground on 13th June 2009.

Councillor Osborne joined the meeting at this point.
13. Grant application from Sandy Cricket Club

(F92/08)

Cllr Pettitt reported on a meeting between representatives of the Sandy Sports and Leisure Association and Sandy Cricket Club.  He said that the SSLA were not yet able to agree to the position of the sight screen and that further investigations were taking place. The Committee had been delegated powers by Town Council to make a decision on the grant.
Resolved: That subject to the agreement of Sandy Sports and Leisure Association with regard to the placement of the sight screen and the confirmation of other grants Sandy Town Council will provide a grant in the sum of £1,000 towards the cost, the sum being found from the Interest on Capital account. 
There was then further debate on the issue of the cricket roller with regard to its size and weight and the strength of paths it may have to cross to reach the cricket square should it be stored in the Banks storage building.

Resolved: That the Clerk and Deputy Clerk be requested to investigate the implications of the roller crossing the pathways and that the Town Council is not yet able to come to a decision on the grant funding for this item.
14. Request from 1st Sandy Scout Group

(F93/08)

The Clerk’s report, which had been previously circulated was received and considered.
Resolved: That the Clerk be requested to write conveying the Town Council’s support of and permission for the replacement of light fittings in the Scout Headquarters on Sunderland Road.


15. Supermarket in Sandy


(F94/08)

The letter received from Miss Emery, which had been previously circulated was received and considered.
Cllr Blaine explained the Government guidelines on planning which made it difficult for supermarkets to obtain planning permission for stores not in a town centre.

Cllr Aldis reported that Sandy’s desire to have an additional supermarket was to be included in the Local Plan.

Resolved: (a)That the Clerk be requested to write to major supermarkets asking them to consider Sandy in their future expansion plans.

(b) That the Clerk be requested to reply to Miss Emery reiterating the Council’s policy on supporting another supermarket in Sandy and informing her of the other steps Council is taking.

16. Policing in Sandy



(95/08)

The letter received from Inspector Egan, which had been previously circulated was received and considered.

Resolved: That the Clerk be requested to write to Inspector Egan, thanking him for his support during his time at Biggleswade and to Inspector Coulling welcoming her and inviting her to attend a Council Meeting in the near future.
17. Alcohol Free Zone in Sandy

(96/08)

The Clerk’s report, together with the police report from PC Prutton, which had been previously circulated were received and considered.
Resolved: That the proposed Alcohol Free Zone as shown on the attached map (including the Railway Station and the Mill Bridge) be supported and put forward to the Central Bedfordshire Council Licensing Committee for consideration.

18. Parish and Town Councils’ meeting with Alistair Burt MP  (97/08)
The Clerk’s report, which had been previously circulated was received and considered.
Resolved:  That Cllr White, Cllr Mrs Sutton and the Town Clerk be requested to attend the meeting with Alistair Burt MP on Saturday 16th May 2009 at 9.45 am in the Sandy Conservative Club.

19. Baptist Chapel



(F98/08)
SEE PART II EXEMPT/CONFIDENTIAL MINUTES –

MINUTE NO F98/08

Resolved:  That under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and by virtue of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted Section (8 & 9) of the Exempt Information, Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985, it may contain “The amount of any expenditure proposed to be incurred by the authority under any particular contract for the acquisition of property or the supply of goods or services” and “Any terms proposed or to be proposed by or to the authority in the course of negotiations for a contract for the acquisition or disposal of property of the supply of goods or services”, the press and public be requested to retire from the meeting.  
16. Press Release




(F99/08)

Resolved: That no press release is considered necessary
SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	MID BEDS NOTIFIED
	MID BEDS DECISION

	30/3/09

25/09


	09/00523/FULL

Mr S Blackman

21 Girtford Crescent

Sandy

SG19 1HR
	Full application for single storey front extension, single storey rear extension and extension to front garage at 21 Girtford Crescent, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 10,20,21 Girtford Crescent and 12, 14 Queens Road, Sandy notified.
	Resolved: No objection
	F&GP

20/4/09

21/4/09
	

	1/4/09

26/09


	MB/09/00468/ FULL

B.A.R Estates Ltd

Nickron House

Bury Lane

Rickmansworth

Herts

WD3 1DN
	Full application for development of 1 no. 2 bed flat and 1 no.1 bed masionette above existing ground floor of premises. (Amendment to previously approved application (08/00190/FULL) at 1 High Street, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 3 High Street and The Lord Roberts, Market Square, Sandy notified.
	Resolved:  Object

a) Overdevelopment of site 

b) There is no parking available for these dwellings

c) There would be a loss of amenity to residents (noise from bookmakers below)

d) The roofline has been changed in the conservation area i.e. a chimney stack has been removed
	F&GP

20/4/09

21/4/09
	

	1/4/09

27/09


	MB/09/00419/ OUT

Mr K Barton

ALF Ltd

Telford Way

Cambridge Road

Bedford

MK42 0PQ


	Outline: Use classes B1, B2 & B8 development (All matters reserved) at Unit 3 Beamish Way, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 5 Gosforth Close, 28, 30,32, 34,36,38 Fieldfare Sandy notified.
	Resolved: No objection 

NB - the plans have the wrong description – it says they are for residential development
	F&GP

20/4/09

21/4/09


	


SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	MID BEDS NOTIFIED
	MID BEDS DECISION

	8/4/09

28/09


	MB/09/00522/  FULL

Mrs T Gaylor

1 Arran Close

Sandy

SG19 1QN
	Full application for change of use to A1 & A5 at 15 Market Square, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours Spar, The Health & Safety People, China Express, Market Square Sandy notified.
	Resolved: 

Town Council would like to support this application
	F&GP

20/4/09

21/4/09
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